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Dear Business Leader, 

 

My life changed four years ago when I received a diagnosis of stage 4 pancreatic cancer. I had an extremely intensive surgery 

with the intent to remove a tumor on my pancreas. Unfortunately, the cancer had spread and the procedure was aborted.  In lieu 

of the procedure, I continue to receive monthly chemotherapy treatments at the Wilmot Cancer Institute. As someone living with 

pancreatic cancer, I ask for your support in fighting this disease that has changed my life and affected my family – my wife of 37 

years, my daughter, son and eleven grandchildren…and possibly someone you know.   It is time for hope and optimism to be 

replaced with a cure. 

 

I am honored to serve as this year’s honorary chair of the 8th annual Step It Up! Cure Pancreatic Cancer 5K and 

Family Fun Day.  The event will be Saturday, November 18st, 2017 at RIT’s Gordon Field House.  I invite you to join 

me in this effort and welcome your participation as a sponsor of the event.  We set a  $100,000 goal to benefit the development 

of a Pancreatic Cancer Center of Excellence at Wilmot Cancer Institute.   It will be the first in this region and it will provide a 

comprehensive approach to fighting pancreatic cancer.  As a sponsor of the Step It Up! Cure Pancreatic Cancer 5K and 

Family Fun Day, your business can be proud knowing you are part of making it happen. 

 

Pancreatic cancer has the worst mortality rate of all major cancers—3 out of 4 diagnosed die within the first year; only 

8% survive beyond five years.  Yet, research efforts toward early detection, treatments to improve quality of life, and 

finding a cure continue to be the least funded by the National Cancer Institute with only 2% of their budget expended toward 

giving patients hope.   

 

Due to lack of funding at the national level, researchers rely on the financial support from community fundraisers like 

PCAWNY’s Step It Up! Cure Pancreatic Cancer 5K & Family Fun Day event.  PCAWNY relies on the generosity of businesses 

like yours to help provide the resources necessary to fund critical research and vital to not only giving hope to those diagnosed 

with pancreatic cancer, but also to improving their quality of life.  
 

Please join me and PCAWNY in making a difference in the lives of those affected by pancreatic cancer. Over the next several 

days, one of our committee members will contact you to discuss your participation. However, please email us at anytime at 

info@pcawny.org if you have any questions.   

 

 

Thank you in advance for helping to create hope and support a cure. 

 

Sincerely, 

 
Michael S. Crumb 

2017 Honorary Chair 

Step It Up! Cure Pancreatic Cancer 5K & Family Fun Day 

 

Retired Superintendent of Schools  

for the Spencerport Central School District 
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